
It seems so simple, 
but I must thank each 
and every one of our 
volunteer SMART Site 
Coordinators who made 
it possible for all those 
children and volunteer 
readers to spend quality 
time together each week. 
Our coordinators worked 
closely with school staff 
to schedule reading 
times—no easy task! They 
spent time scheduling 
volunteers, ordering the 
books we read 
and give away 
during SMART, 
organizing their 

SMART spaces—all this to 
make certain that readers 
and children have the best possible 
experience during their SMART 
sessions. Forty-five coordinators 
volunteered their time because they 
know about the long-term effect 
SMART has on the lives of children, 
and care about building literate and 
capable communities. THANK YOU!

	

As we wrap up the 2009-10 
program, I find myself reflecting 

on all the things I saw in SMART 
this year: the smiling faces of my 
two SMART students at Jefferson 
Elementary; and the camaraderie of 
the other volunteers as we gather in 
the SMART room. I smile knowing 
that every week this same scenario 
happened at 27 schools throughout 
the Rogue Valley. More than 800 
children and 600 caring adults shared 
the joy of reading together. 
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I must also thank our many donors 
who continue to support the SMART 
program here in the Rogue Valley. 
This program would not be possible 
if we did not have grassroots 
local support from our friends and 
neighbors. THANK YOU! 

It’s been a great year for SMART.
Our volunteers have spent more 
than 20,000 hours reading with their 
SMART children and those children 
will take home more than 11,000 
brand new books to share with 
their families. 

As we wind down 
this program year I 
find myself looking 
forward to next 
year. I hope to see 

old friends returning as volunteers 
and supporters, while welcoming new 
friends who will discover the wonder 
of SMART that so many of us know. 

Warm regards,

	 	        Julie Brimble
	 	        Area Manager

Rogue Valley SMART Staff

Julie Brimble, Area Manager
Jennifer Staton, Asst. Program Manager
Mindy Alford, Area Assistant

Rogue Valley Leadership Council

Bill Thorndike, Jr., Bob Hunter, Candy Manary, Cam McCandless, 
Claudette Moore, Genie Gilliam, John Watt, Paul Coughlin, Patsy 
Smullin, Tina Bruhns, and Toni Hernandez.
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“Our volunteers have 
spent more than 20,000 
hours reading.” 
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Thank You, 2009-10 
Site Coordinators

Anny Zwiefel; Ardella Ramey; Becky 

Versteeg; Betty Clement; Candace Jaeger; 

Carol Strode; Carolyn Hartzell; Carolyn 

Mead; Cheryl Nelson; Cleve Twitchell; 

Cloris Leffler; Cynthia Richey; Dawn Mena; 

Deanna Van Buskirk; Debbie Hills; Don 

Kreutzer; Ellen Wakefield; Gail Plowman; 

Jan Miles; Jenny Roderick; Julie Freeman; 

Julie MacDiarmid; Karen Brkich; Kate 

McFarland; Kelsey Bradshaw; Linda 

Arthur; Linda Cooley; Margaret Edwards; 

Marian Crumme; Marilyn Pringle; Melissa 

Eastwood; Mike Hyland; Peter Henry; 

Roberta Sortland; Samantha Baldwin; 

Samantha Sturgeon; Sarah Idiart; Seana 

Hodge; Shauna Ferrando; Sheri 

Kennish; Stacy Carle; Steven Good; 

Susan Miller; Terri Mulder; Vicki Brennan; 

Willa Gustavson.

Jennifer Staton, Julie Brimble, Mindy Alford



	

“The owners and employees of Medford Fabrication 
know that to create you must be able to convey 
and interpret what is needed to build the product. 
Behind every great story told or written is a good 
reader. SMART primes the pump for successful 
future readers and the ideas those readers will 
create.  We have been proudly investing in SMART 
production for more than 15 years.”

Bill Thorndike Jr. is an emeritus member of the SMART Board of Directors and is an 
active participant in the Rogue Valley SMART Leadership Council.

Donor Spotlight: Medford Fabrication
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Thank You SMART 
Business Partners!

Bill Thorndike, Jr. 

“I just wanted to give thanks to your 
program and let you know that what 
you are doing makes a difference 
- and to thank each and every one 
of your volunteers. My son was in 
the SMART readers program in 
elementary school and struggled 
to read. He is turning 13 tomorrow, 
in the 7th grade and reading at an 
11th grade level (according to state 
testing). He loves books and loves 
to read! I was a student nurse when 
my son was in the program and 
did not have a lot of spare time to 
devote to him with reading - I was 
grateful for the program that some-
one was there for him and helped 
him. Now he reads for hours at a 
time and asks for more books than 
I can keep up with! Thank you for 
everything that this program is.”
 
Joni Farrington, mother to Quinn 
Johnson, former Mae Richardson 
Elementary student 
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Central Point Rotary


