
About the SMART Book Challenge

OVERVIEW

The Book Challenge is an annual friendly competition to encourage volunteer participation in support-
ing SMART financially. All funds raised during the Book Challenge are used to purchase giveaway 
books for each volunteer’s SMART site and other sites in their local area for the next program year.
 
All active SMART Readers in each area will receive a mailer including a list of SMART sites in their 
communities; they’re invited to make a donation in the name of their SMART site. The SMART site 
with the highest percentage of volunteer participation in the Book Challenge in each area – no matter 
the donation amount – will win an extra giveaway book for each child at their site. These books will get 
a special 2017 Book Challenge bookplate sticker.

This year, the Fred Meyer Fund is matching every donation to the Book Challenge, dollar for dollar, up 
to $25,000 statewide. If the Book Challenge fundraiser raises $25,000, the Fred Meyer Fund will make 
a $25,000 matching grant to SMART; this means volunteer support of the Book Challenge will go twice 
as far in helping SMART gets books into the hands of kids who need them most. 

TIMELINE

Late January: Areas receive promotional posters for distributing to sites 

March 4th: Print mailer received by all active Readers across the state

March 6th: E-blast sent to all Readers to kick off the Challenge

March 14th: E-blasts sent to all Readers by area to promote the Challenge, and provide an update on 
local leading sites

March 21st: E-blast sent to all Readers to promote the Challenge

April 4th: E-blasts sent to all Readers by area to promote the Challenge and provide an update on 
local leading sites

April 11th: E-blast sent to all Readers to promote the last week of the Challenge

April 15th: Deadline for donations

April 20th: Winning sites announced

Weeks of April 24th, May 1st, or May  8: Winning sites host additional book giveaway day
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Q & A

How do I participate in the Book Challenge? 

All active Readers and Site Coordinators in each SMART area will receive a mailer at home that 
outlines the Book Challenge competition. In this mailer, you can make a donation to SMART and 
select your SMART site to which your donation will be applied. 

There is also an option to donate online to the Book Challenge. You can visit www.getSMARTore-
gon.org/bookchallenge to make a donation and apply it to the SMART site of your choice. You can do 
this by noting your site in the comments box.

How do the funds raised during the Book Challenge get applied toward purchase of 
books?
 
Funds raised in the Book Challenge will help purchase books for the next program year for all sites 
within a volunteer’s local community – not just the school that receives the most donations. For exam-
ple, if a Reader at Bear Creek Elementary in Bend participates in the Book Challenge, that donation 
gets applied toward Bear Creek’s tally of donations for the competition’s sake; however, the donation 
goes toward supporting the purchase of giveaway books at Bear Creek and across the Central Area 
spanning Crook, Deschutes, Grant and Jefferson counties. The competition is simply a way to moti-
vate volunteers to participate in giving. 
What role can Site Coordinators play in the Book Challenge? 

Site Coordinators play an important role in the Book Challenge by helping to promote the fundraiser 
among Readers at their sites, and posting the promotional flyers outlining the competition. They may 
receive questions from Readers about the Book Challenge, which they may feel comfortable answer-
ing or may want to refer to the Area Manager. 

How is SMART accounting for the fact that Reader numbers can vary drastically 
from site to site? 

The winning school in each area is determined based on a percentage of active volunteer Readers 
who participate in the Challenge by making a donation. For example, if a site with 100 volunteer Read-
ers has 20 volunteers make a gift through the Book Challenge and a site with 10 Readers has five 
Readers make a gift through the Book Challenge, the smaller site would win the competition.

Why is SMART asking for donations instead of actual books?

SMART is funded almost entirely by private donations from foundations, businesses and individuals. 
Less than 10 percent of our funding comes from government sources. Every donation to the Book 
Challenge will be designated to purchasing books in your local area. 
Because of SMART’s buying power with Scholastic and other book providers, our money goes farther. 
We’re able to purchase brand new books for a significantly discounted rate of $2.85 per book – there-
fore, we’re able to provide more books for our students using dollars to purchase them rather than 
donations of the books themselves.


