
WHAT IS READING MATTERS?

SMART (Start Making A Reader Today) has launched a Reading 
Matters campaign to bring awareness to the importance of 
reading, and to provide resources and tools for improving 
children’s literacy in Oregon.

SMART pairs caring adult volunteers with thousands of 
Oregon school children each year to provide fun, child-guided 
experiences that build reading skills, self-confidence and a love 
of reading in children at risk of falling behind. 

WHY HAS SMART LAUNCHED READING MATTERS?
Reading is the gateway to learning, opening doors to faraway 
adventures, new possibilities and promising futures. 

Without strong reading skills, children will face a host of difficult 
challenges throughout their lives. Research shows that children 
who aren’t reading at grade level by third grade are more likely 
to drop out of high school, struggle with reading as adults, face 
unemployment and even end up in jail. 

That’s why Reading Matters. And that’s why SMART helps 
thousands of Oregon children each year develop the skills and 
self-confidence they need to read and succeed.  

WHAT IS SMART DOING TO SHOW OREGON THAT READING 
MATTERS?

The Reading Matters campaign will include public service 
announcements, tips and tools for parents to help their children 
get excited about reading, and engaging our volunteers to 
spread the word about SMART in their communities.

OKAY, I’M IN! READING MATTERS! HOW CAN I GET 
INVOLVED?

There are several ways you can get involved and 
support SMART’s Reading Matters campaign:

• Become a SMART volunteer! SMART Readers spend 
  one hour each week reading with PreK through third- 
  grade students who need literacy support across 
   Oregon. Our goal is to give these students a positive, 
   supportive experience around books to help them 
   become enthusiastic readers, and to succeed with 
   reading and learning. 

   To volunteer, visit www.getSMARToregon.org or 
   call 877-598-4633 to get connected to your local 
   SMART office. 

• Share your story about why Reading Matters to you! 
  What transformative role has reading played in your 
   life? What has your ability to read allowed you to 
   achieve, or inspired you to dream? Join our campaign 
   by telling us why Reading Matters to you. Send a 
   paragraph about the importance of reading in your life 
   (no more than 150 words, please) and a photo to 
   SMART@getSMARToregon.org. 

• Donate! This year, SMART aims to serve 9,000 kids in 
  250 sites across Oregon with the help of 5,000 
   volunteers. And, we’ll give these students 126,000 
   books to take home and keep. We are able to do this 
   thanks largely to private businesses, foundations, and 
   individuals like you. To make a gift to SMART, visit our 
   website at www.getSMARToregon.org or call 
   877-598-4633. 

Join SMART in showing kids (and adults, too!) that 
Reading Matters! 
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