
Inspire a child’s next chapter.

SMART Rogue Valley Area
2014-15 Year-end Report

Marianna* attended SMART for three years. Her home life 
was fraught with instability, and she bounced between foster 
care and shelters as a result of domestic violence and 
extreme poverty. With her SMART Readers as the only 
consistent adult presence in her life, she grew into a confident 
reader and student. 

In her last year of SMART, she carried a heavy backpack at all 
times. Marianna’s teacher, Kim, once asked what was in the 
backpack. Marianna revealed the contents: all the books she’d 
received from SMART. Asked why she didn’t leave the books 
at home, she replied: “These are the only things that are mine. 
I can’t lose them.”

SITES

STATEWIDE

 

270

 

250,000+ reading sessions. 118,344 books. Infinite transformative moments.
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This was a banner year for SMART, beginning with the exciting news that we 
received the American Prize in Literacy from the Library of Congress. Growth 
in service and fundraising continued along its solid upward trajectory. Over the 
past five years, the number of children we served statewide has grown by 33 
percent, and revenue has grown by 42 percent. We owe this growth to thou-
sands of volunteers and donors who have made it possible – thank you!

Here in the Rogue Valley, we started an exciting new partnership with the 
Southern Oregon Early Learning Hub in January. With their support, we 
opened four Child Development Centers in Josephine County and served an 
additional 74 PreK children!

In the face of these encouraging developments, we know there is more to do; there are always more children 
who need us. Each year, we start anew the challenge of raising the funds to deliver on our mission. To do this, 
we will need the ongoing generosity of thousands of committed businesses, foundations and individuals who 
support us. Next year, we aim to raise $3.6 million, and will recruit, train and manage a network of over 5,000 
volunteers to serve 10,000 children across Oregon. 

* Child’s name and likeness changed for privacy
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2014-15 Parent and Educator Feedback
SMART conducts annual surveys of parents of our 
students and educators with SMART programs at their 
schools to explore program outcomes. This year’s 
survey reveals:

www.getSMARToregon.org

“My son was a so-so reader and not very 
enthusiastic about reading - though we read 
every day at home and I am an avid reader. My 
son enjoys SMART very much, he loves the one 
on one attention, getting new, interesting books 
and I noticed that when he began participating 
in SMART his interest in reading grew.” 

– Josephine County Parent

“SMART gets kids excited about reading! It also 
gives students some much-needed one-on-one 
attention from a caring adult. One of my 
students who was in SMART has made huge 
gains in his reading. His SMART reader was 
always encouraging him.” 

– Jackson County Educator 

2014-15 Student Milestones
Each April, SMART teachers are asked to participate 
in a voluntary survey reporting progress observed for 
each participating student. Teachers evaluate 
students’ progress in grade-appropriate benchmarks in 
key areas related to success in literacy development.

SMART student ratings on grade-appropriate 
expectations increased from the beginning of the 
year to the end of the year in:

Attitudes toward school
Reading motivation
Reading performance standards

SMART parents responding to the survey 
reported their children improved in the 
following ways due to participation in 
SMART: 

Expresses pleasure in reading/being read to: 
81 percent

80%
of responding educators said SMART 
significantly contributed to literacy 
outcomes in their schools.

88%
of responding educators said students 
participating in SMART benefited 
significantly from the program.

60% of SMART students exhibited 
confidence in reading skills.

96%
of SMART students demonstrated 
enthusiasm about receiving books 
from SMART.

Improved reading skills:
94 percent

Enjoyed receiving books from 
SMART: 96 percent
Increased self-confidence:
58 percent

Oregon Agrees That Reading Matters 
In a recent survey to a group of Oregonians representative of our state’s population, SMART emerged as the 
leader in name recognition with 45 percent of respondents aware of us – over twice that of other literacy and 
youth-focused nonprofits. Survey respondents also validated the importance of the issues SMART addresses:

A+
91 percent said 
reading aloud 
to children is 

very important.

76 percent said 
acquiring reading 
skills by the third 
grade is critical to 
a child’s academic 

success.

60 percent said they 
were more likely to get 

involved by 
volunteering or other 
means after learning 
about early childhood 

literacy in Oregon. 

Over two-thirds of SMART students 
consistently demonstrated grade-

Knowledge of print and its uses
Improved vocabulary
Describing characters and setting in a story 
Makes good predictions about the story

2/3
appropriate command of key measures related to
reading comprehension. These measures, which
align with what students are being tested against 
in the classroom, include:


