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ROGUE VALLEY AREA

SITES STUDENTS SERVED SITE COORDINATORS VOLUNTEERS BOOKS GIVEN

33 983 57 618 10,219

STATEWIDE     249         8,564     335           4,583  85,280

2012-2013 YEAR-END SURVEYS 

Each year, SMART surveys educators, volunteers and parents to gain 
insights about their experiences with the program, which helps us 
continually improve our program. The 2012-13 feedback is overwhelmingly 
positive, revealing significant benefits for children participating in the 
program. Following are some highlights: 

EDUCATOR RESPONSES:
     •    95 percent of educators felt that the SMART program contributed to literacy 
           outcomes at their schools 
      •    91 percent of educators felt that students participating in SMART benefited 
           significantly from the program

PARENT RESPONSES:
     •    90 percent of parents surveyed think the SMART program helped their child 
           become a stronger reader
      •    What parents like most about the SMART program*:  
                -  69 percent: More time spent reading books                
                -  65 percent: Positive one-on-one relationship with adult volunteer
                -  64 percent: Books taken home

* Respondents could select more than one option.

 “Students benefit from having caring one-on-
one attention from adults. They love talking to 
and reading with their SMART volunteers. My 
students are so excited and happy when they 
return to the classroom and overjoyed when 
they get their own books to take home.”

-SMART Educator 

“Thanks for all you do. The program was a 
positive way for our foster daughter to improve 
her behavior and attitude about school in 
general, as well as giving her an additional role 
model for reading fun...”
 
-SMART Parent 

2012-13 PROGRAM YEAR IN REVIEW: SMART ROGUE VALLEY AREA 

The Rogue Valley Area, serving Jackson and Josephine counties, continued 
its steadfast commitment to empower local children for better lives through 
books and reading this past year. We developed a new partnership with 
Head Start that will bring SMART to PreK students beginning this fall. 
Statewide, we surpassed a special milestone by giving our 2-millionth book 
to an Oregon child. With support of The Ford Family Foundation, we also 
began a formal evaluation process of our KSMART and PreK programs that 
will provide us with valuable data about the effectiveness of SMART for our 
youngest students. 

www.getSMARToregon.org

“I was shocked when my 6-year-old, who 
refused to read, came home and read a full 
book he had received from the SMART program. 
It did take him all year to remember his 
Reader’s name but she was a positive help to 
my son and I am so grateful!”
 
-SMART Parent 
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2012-13 STUDENT OUTCOMES

Each April, teachers with students participating in SMART 
report progress they observed throughout the year on a variety 
of outcomes. Data collected for 4,218 SMART students reflect 
improvement across all categories of measurement, including: 

•   92 percent of students showed improvement in enthusiasm about 
     reading, with more than half showing significant improvement
•   92 percent of students showed improvement in confidence and self-
     esteem, with 51 percent showing significant improvement
•   92 percent of students showed improvement in vocabulary
•   90 percent of students showed improvement in demonstrating  
     eagerness to interact with books
•   89 percent of students showed improvement in reading more fluently 
•   The number of students showing grade-appropriate reading 
     performance increased from 20 percent at the beginning of the year 
     to 54 percent at the end of the year. 

www.getSMARToregon.org

STATEWIDE PROGRAM DELIVERY

In all SMART program delivery models, children receive one-
on-one reading support from adult volunteers in weekly 
reading sessions, and up to two books each month to keep. 

Standard SMART
•   Serves kindergarten through third grade at school
•   Students are selected by teachers and served outside of class 
•   Students read with volunteers in two 30-minute sessions weekly

PreK SMART
•   Serves entire PreK classroom, primarily in Head Start sites
•   Students read with volunteers in three or four 15- to 20-minute 
    sessions
•   On track with SMART’s 2011-14 Strategic Plan to grow PreK service 
    to 10-20 percent of programs

KSMART
•   Serves entire kindergarten classroom at school
•   Students read with volunteers in three or four 15- to 20-minute 
    sessions 
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THE COST OF SMART
The average cost for one child to participate in SMART for one 
year is $293*, which equates to about $10.50 per week. This cost 
includes all of the tangible and infrastructure costs necessary to 
implement the program, from providing new books for children 
to keep; to recruiting and training volunteers; to research and 
data collection; and more.

*Average cost per child varies annually. Figure based on 2012-13 data.

Current SMART counties, as of 2012-13 program year

Standard SMART: 67%

PreK SMART: 16% 

KSMART: 11% 

After School: 6%

2012-13 Program Models


