
Inspire a child’s next chapter.

SMART in the Schools:
How it works

SMART partners with 300 schools across Oregon, engaging over 5,000 community volunteers 
to read one-on-one with over 10,000 Prek through third-grade students from mid-October to 
mid-May.  The program focuses on increasing reading engagement and motivation by 
providing a child-guided and fun reading experience.

Did you know?
SMART volunteers read one-on-one each week with the same students throughout the school year, offering 
opportunities for shared read-alouds and reading practice for students. 

SMART provides culturally relevant, high-interest, and non-fiction books to support reading engagement and 
motivation. 

Rooted in best practices that are proven to support literacy development, SMART provides a child-guided, fun and 
culturally affirming reading experience for children.  

SMART students choose two brand new books per month to take home and keep -- 14 over the course of the school 
year -- which builds their personal libraries with engaging and culturally relevant texts. 

Scheduling Options
Below are some options our educator partners have identified as good solutions for fitting SMART into increasingly 
crowded school schedules.

•    30-Minute Intervention time: SMART can be a great opportunity to complement more intensive literacy 
     interventions in the school’s literacy landscape. SMART provides students of all reading abilities with individualized 
     attention and increased engagement with books and reading.

•    KSMART: Many principals have integrated SMART into their literacy block in kindergarten classrooms, 
     serving the entire class. In our KSMART model, a class is divided into three small groups, and groups rotate every 
     20 minutes; one group is reading one-on-one with SMART volunteers, and the other two groups can participate in 
     small group or individual activities in the classroom. The KSMART model creates an opportunity for teachers to work 
     individually or in small groups, and every child benefits by having one-on-one support and free books to take home 
     and keep. The number of classrooms served is dependent on the number of volunteers.

To Learn More:
To learn more about SMART, our program models and outcomes, or to find your local SMART office, please visit 
www.getSMARToregon.org/educators or call 877-598-4633. 


